BOLD COLORFUL LIFE ESTATE 

POLICIES & INFORMATION 2015
The Cape

Welcome to the Bold Colorful Life Estate!! Thank you for renting this property. We are delighted to have you visit and enjoy the greater Boothbay peninsula in mid-coast Maine!! 

We hope that your stay is comfortable and memorable and that you return to stay with us again and again. 
Please let us know how we can help to make your stay a pleasant one.
Our Mission: our mission and primary focus is to provide you with a gorgeous, elegant, comfortable and fully equipped site, in a beautiful natural setting, for your event, gathering, reunion or vacation….at an excellent price. 


We provide the complete set of basic services for the fee that we agreed upon in our contract. This includes your receiving the building clean and ‘dressed’ like an Inn, ‘starter’ supplies such as detergent, toilet paper and paper towels, ‘loaner’ items during your stay such as books and sports equipment, games, movies, etc., and this manual to help you find things, use the site and enjoy the peninsula. We do not charge a separate cleaning fee, nor a supply-stocking fee, nor a sports equipment rental fee. 
We do expect you to treat these things as though they were your own. Thank you.


For those who are interested, we also provide additional services if these would enhance your visit and/or your event. These are offered at additional cost. Examples include: 

· additional overnight guests, beyond building maximums-$25/person/night 

· additional use of laundry/utilities for mid-visit 'turnover' of your guests or other above-normal usage; 

· completion by staff of linen wash/dry/fold services-$25/hour 

· extra mid-week cleaning services and/or after-check-out deep cleaning services-variable 

· rental of air conditioning units-$50/week or visit 

· use of the kitchen and dining room for an 'event' which includes more than the building's overnight rental guests

· use of the 'rental deck' behind the red barn building for an outside 'event'

· For our ‘destination wedding’ or 'wedding reception' guests, we offer many additional services, which are outlined here.

Please let us know if any of these are of interest to you, before or during your visit. Thanks!


In order that your visit is harmonious for all, and in order for you to receive your full security deposit refund, please abide by the following policies. Many thanks!
ESSENTIAL INFORMATION
I. WE’RE A ‘GREEN’ ESTATE:


WHAT WE’VE DONE AND ARE DOING:

Please see the end of this document. We're going for a 'green' certificate.

WHAT YOU CAN DO:
Please join us in these practices. 

· Turn off non-essential equipment (paddle fans, lights) when not in use

· Place your garbage in one container on the back porch, your beverage recyclables (except milk containers) in the second (the brightly colored bucket) and your other recyclables in the third. There is a fourth can for overflow.

· Re-use your linens as much as possible; when washing clothes and linens, consolidate loads to most efficiently use our machines.

· Purchase and use bio-degradable laundry products and cold water in our laundry. (Using COLD water not only helps the environment; it helps keep rust stains—from the well-- out of the laundry)

· Discard only things that cannot be re-used or recycled. 

· We are Wi-Fi, so please join us in using electronic or digital communications (email, telephone, text messages) before using paper/print based communications. We call it Wi-Fli (when it feels like it) because this is a peninsula in Maine, sticking out into the ocean...but it's historically reliable 90% or more of the time.  If the Wi-Fi is not functioning well, let us know and we'll re-boot the modem as soon as we can.

· Four bedrooms are equipped with paddle fans. Air conditioners are available for ‘rent’. Since they are not ‘green’, there is a $50.00 fee for the week or the visit. Let us know if you’re interested.

· If you are into composting, use the composting bucket (small covered bucket on the back porch or kitchen counter or sink) to gather your compost and deposit it in the compost sites. There is a small black plastic compost bin next to the propane tank, near the road behind the Farmhouse garage, and a large wooden fenced one next to the fenced veggie garden at the southern end of the property. (beside and behind the Cape building)
**We are dedicated to your comfort; however, any excessive use of utilities (several turnovers of linens/laundry during your stay; excessive use of heat) will be deducted from the security deposit.
II. USE and CARE OF THE BUILDING:

Please follow the Golden Rule--to treat others as you wish to be treated—and the property here as you would wish yours to be treated. 

A. Kitchen

· The kitchen is fully equipped with dishwasher, electric stove and oven, microwave oven, toaster oven, coffeemaker, waffle-maker, ice cream maker, iced tea maker and, of course, full-sized refrigerator. All equipment is self-explanatory, including the stove and oven.
· There is a gas grill on the back porch for your use as well. The propane is turned 'off' when you arrive, but the grill functions in the standard way. Please turn the propane off when you are through grilling. Thanks! Propane refills are accessed at the Texaco in downtown Boothbay or at the campground on Route 27.

B. Dining Room 

· If you choose to move the Cape dining room table, please lift it carefully and move it gently, on the rug, for both the care of the table legs and care of the fragile historic, ‘pumpkin pine’ floors.
C. Libraries of Books

· Please enjoy the books here at the Bold Colorful Life Estate, indoors or under cover

· Treat them gently, according to their age

· This is not a lending library, so please be sure that all books return to their proper place in the library

D. Living Room --Games, DVDs and other media

· Please enjoy these games and movies and the boom-box to your heart’s content. Then be sure to return all parts to their correct packaging and to their original place. 

· Keyboard-please enjoy the keyboard gently and keep the dust cover over the keys whenever not in use.

E. Bold Colorful Furniture and Decorations

· Please take care of all furniture, linens and room decorations as though they were your own. LEAVE THE MAJOR FURNITURE WHERE IT IS PLEASE. The pumpkin pine floors are especially fragile as all the barn-board floors have been around for hundreds of years. (
· Please raise and lower the room-darkening shades, rather than adjusting the curtains, especially the bow-tie curtains in the Garnet, Turquoise, Ruby and Peridot rooms.  Thanks!

· To avoid major rain coming in through the windows, please open the windows from the top, rather than the bottom. We’ve been surprised by high wind/rain!


F.  Laundry

· The laundry is fully equipped with top-loading washer and dryer, folding table, drying racks and hangers and iron and ironing board. Please be sure to use cold water and medium drying heats only on the household linens. ***We recommend that you do the same for your personal clothing, as the water sometimes has iron levels that can stain garments and linens if washed with hot water. 

· The dryer does its best job if you place the knob on ‘more dry’ rather than the timer.

· When washing clothes and linens, consolidate loads to efficiently use our machines.
· The basement is a shared space, with the owner and staff, so there are sometimes maintenance/repair materials there. Just avoid them, as you can.  And please DO NOT BOLT the basement door. The owner needs access to the locked basement areas to provide maintenance of equipment that serves the whole site. 


G. Garbage 

· Place your garbage in one container on the back porch, your beverage recyclables (except milk containers) in the second (the brightly colored bucket) and your other recyclables in the third. There is a fourth can for overflow. Black bags are found on the back porch in the beige deck box. Please place all debris, rubbish and discards in the garbage cans, IN BLACK BAGS, with lids securely attached. We do have marauding wildlife…wild raccoons and a neighbor black dog who thinks he lives here. ( 


H. Other Items

· The Cape is provided with the 'starter' supplies such as toilet paper, paper towels, dishwasher and clothing detergent so that you are not caught short the first night.. Please augment these as necessary on your grocery shopping trips.

· Please let us know if you have breakage or damage of items in either house, or the loaner sports equipment. If it’s normal ‘wear and tear’, there will likely be no charge, but it helps us to know what needs repair and replacement. If it’s beyond normal wear and tear, a suitable sum will be held back from your security deposit refund. 

· The electrical switches are NOT obvious in the Cape, probably because it’s historic, so please try them all to determine what switches what. And if you can’t get an outlet to work, it may be ‘switched’ so try the other plug.

The shower in the Ruby-Peridot suite turns fully off to the right. And speaking of showers, please use the fan in your bathroom/bedroom while showering….and open the door slowly after your shower. The fire alarms have been activated by precipitous hot shower steam. Thanks!
III. USE and CARE OF THE PROPERTY:

A. FIFTEEN ACRE ESTATE PROPERTY: 

· All guests are invited to make themselves at home on this naturally beautiful 15 acre waterfront property. Please enjoy the lawns and environs on the river side, as well as the woods on the other side of the road. There is a lovely, quiet cemetery across the road, near a gurgling creek, where some of the family which owned the property for fifty years, now reside. They used to have lobster fests down on ‘the point’, at the bottom of our River Walk, and you will see the claw-foot tub used to cool their drinks…now in the middle of the cove, at low tide. Mother Nature put it there in a wild storm!

B. Porches

· GUEST PORCHES: Guests in the Cape are welcome to use the wrap-around attached porch. Please be careful as these porches are slippery when wet!

· PRIVATE PORCH: The large deck behind the red barn building is part of the Owner's Quarters and is not for guest use, except when rented for an 'event'--a wedding reception, large dinner or other gathering. See us if you'd like to rent the large back deck. Please don't use the stone steps that lead down to this deck. They are unfinished and could be dangerous.



C. Fire-pit

· The Fire-pit is also for use by all guests. Softwood is free and is located near the pit and beneath the yellow flag. Please stay close while your fire is burning and be sure your fire is out before you leave the area. There is a hose situated on the side of the red Farm building, in the ‘Private’ area. 

· Hardwood is not to be used in the Fire-pit…it takes too long to catch, and burns too long for the Fire-pit.

D. Freshwater Pond

· The pond is the home of tree frogs, bullfrogs and Maine painted turtles. We also have a 'resident' Great Blue Heron. Have a seat on a bench and enjoy watching them, but please don't step into the pond.

E.  The River Walk

· The estate is situated on the Back River, a tidal river that runs to and from the Atlantic Ocean. If you follow the signs to the 'River Walk' you will walk along the ancient stone wall and discover the winding (feng-shui-ed) walkway to the river.

· All along the way, enjoy Nature's pageant...our pair of bald eagles and osprey diving for their meals, our family of four deer, our local porcupines, foxes (rare in the summer) and birds of every description. Butterflies and dragonflies abound...and sometimes so do mosquitoes, so take your spray with you. :-)

· At low tide, you may see our local sea-worm and clam collectors, making their living out of the cove mud. 

F. Sports Equipment 
· An inflatable boat, safety vests, hiking poles and children’s toys are available for your use, at no charge. They are located in the beige deck boxes behind the Gallery Barn. We also have such games as badminton, volleyball, ladder toss, croquet. Please have fun with them, use them carefully and return them to where you found them--in their original state. **We do not have time, between guests, to clean and maintain the equipment, so please do that after each use. Thanks!
· And for water enjoyment, check the tides before planning to paddle or swim. There is a printed tide report in your Policies Manual in the kitchen, and here is the link: http://maineboats.usharbors.com/monthly-tides/Maine-Midcoast/Boothbay%20Harbor
Please note: You use these items at your own risk. So please keep all vacation memories sweet….by being safe. The Bold Colorful Estate owners take no responsibility or liability for your handling of yourself or these recreational items.
G. Young Children's Play Area

· There is an area next to the Gallery Barn, under an ancient pine, that is equipped with a sandbox, and there are chairs for adults to use while supervising. The small children's toys are kept in a deck box in the 'room' with the adult sports equipment behind the Gallery Barn. Pillows are found in your back porch deck box. Each building is equipped with an inflatable kiddie pool...check your deck box on your porch. Enjoy.

IV. DURING YOUR STAY:

· HOST: Melissa is on site, in the Owner’s Quarters, much of each week. Please feel free to contact her or her representative by phone or text, at reasonable hours, if you have questions about the estate or the area. We love to share information about activities, restaurants, trips, etc.  We are all happy that you’re here and want to help make your vacation memorable! 203-331-7242


· EMERGENCY: Should there be an emergency of any kind (fire alarms go off; someone hurts themselves, etc.) please call Melissa first and then these numbers:

· Fire Department: 207-633-6437 or 207-633-2451

· St. Andrews Hospital: 207-633-2121 or “911”

· PRIVATE AREA—‘Owner’s Quarters’: As mentioned above, the large deck behind the red building is part of the ‘private’ area, as well as the driveway to the west of the red building. There are 15 acres to wander; please avoid these small areas, where maintenance, repair, construction and private clients can sometimes be found. Thanks!


· SAFETY: 
Inside: Be aware that both buildings are composed of barn materials. Please take care to avoid splinters in hands and feet! The Cape is an historical building and there may be floor nail-pops to avoid...please keep an eye (and shoes) on your children. :-)
Outside: The Bold Colorful Estate consists of 15 acres on two sides of the Back River Road and situated on the Back River. The grounds are partly manicured and partly wild. Please ensure that all members of your party are careful on the estate….and careful of the estate. Please be especially careful of children around the rock walls and freshwater pond. Thanks!

· NOISE-TOWN ORDINANCE:
Please be aware that the Town of Boothbay town ordinance requires that loud music and other exterior noise cease at 10 pm. And the vacation rental policy here is that loud internal noise be reduced at 11pm and cease no later than midnight. Please comply. Thanks!

· WATER: The well has passed the highest tests for Inn guest consumption, but remember that it is well water and sometimes tastes of iron. Bring or purchase bottled water if you prefer the taste, and use cold water to avoid any rusty stains on laundry. The water in the toilets and bath fixtures may be slightly rusty in color...this is not harmful, just a result of well water.


· PARKING: Please keep the driveway clear of vehicles…fire code...park behind the Cape and use the ramp for loading and unloading. For additional parking, park across the street on our parking flat. No parking in front of the garage, please. No parking on the lawns. Thanks! 

 V.   CHECK-OUT

· Please be sure to be ready to go to your next destination by noon on the last day of your visit. We must allow the cleaning staff into the building at that time, in order for the site to be ready for our next guests. Thanks! 


· Please return the building to its original state…when you walked in the door at the beginning of your visit. Floors and surfaces should be clean; refrigerator empty and clean; rental items in their customary places. We don't have a 'cleaning fee' unless this policy is ignored. 


· If you have used small quantities of the ‘staples’ in the cupboards, please feel welcome. If you have used significant amounts, please replace the ‘staples’ so that the next guests may use them during their visit.  


· All debris, rubbish, discards and recyclables should be placed, in black bags, in the appropriate garbage cans, with lids securely attached. Soiled dishes should be placed in the dishwasher, cleaned and put away, if time allows. 

· Please wash, dry and fold all used linens (sheets, pillow cases, towels, wash cloths, robes) before your departure, using cold water and medium drying heats and return them to their original room. Don’t worry about re-making and ‘dressing’ the beds, unless you’d like to do it. We will re-make the beds during our final turn-over cleaning. If you choose not to wash the linens, or are unable to complete the job by the time of your departure, no problem. The cleaning staff will be paid to do so from your security deposit. Their rate is $25/hour and depending how many linens are to be washed, a building takes~3-4 hours.   


· Upon arrival, please let us know how many additional guests (at the $25 per night per person fee) you've brought to stay in the house, and please pay, up front, for these guests. Also, if you have had turnover(s) of guests during your stay, (but not had more than 9 at a time overnight) with associated additional laundry usage, there may be a small utilities fee paid from your security deposit. Just let us know.

· Please leave the keys with the Policies manual on the kitchen island. Thanks!
VI. RECOMMENDATIONS/REVIEWS: 

· If you enjoyed your stay, please let us know what made it special. There is a ‘guest’ book on the kitchen island for your comments
· And here are links that will take you to the Internet reviews on Homeaway.com and VRBO.com and Tripadvisor so that others will know about your enjoyment: 
· For the Farmhouse: http://www.homeaway.com/vacation-rental/reviews/write/p229721#write
· For the Cape: http://www.vrbo.com/206995/reviews/write  and http://www.homeaway.com/vacation-rental/reviews/write/p325241#write
· For both on TripAdvisor: http://www.tripadvisor.com/UserReviewEdit-g40524-d1641528-
VII. THANKS FOR COMING!~

We hope for you a lovely, serene trip home or to your next destination, having spent time in a beautiful, peaceful, healing and serene environment. Now you’re ready for your ever more Bold and Colorful Life!! (
___________________________________________________

VIII. AREA ACTIVITIES   The list is endless, but here's a start. Feel free to ask us
             more questions if this doesn't cover them.

· For shops, galleries, restaurants, festivals, farm markets, special activities, professional services, aquarium, miniature golf, railway village, boat and bike rentals, etc., the two local Chambers of Commerce and the local newspaper:
1.  Boothbay= http://www.boothbay.org
2.  Boothbay Harbor= http://www.boothbayharbor.com/
3.  Boothbay Register = http://www.boothbayregister.com/



--Some of our personal favorite restaurants include: Robinson’s Wharf on Southport Island for lobster/seafood; McSeagull’s for creative everything; Boathouse Bistro for tapas; Salt Bay Café and Savory Maine in Damariscotta for regular AND vegetarian delights 


--Boothbay center is the site for Thursday Farm markets which are wonderful

· The Boothbay Opera House: http://www.boothbayoperahouse.com/
· The Boothbay Playhouse: http://boothbayplayhouse.com/
· Boothbay Carousal Music Theater


· Our local movie theater: The Harbor Theatre = http://www.harbortheatre.net/


· Maine State Music Theatre in Brunswick, Maine


· Monmouth Theater  in Monmouth, Maine

· The Boothbay Region Land Trust, for hiking and wandering--one of the preserves is right around the corner from here: http://www.bbrlt.org/
· Our favorite hikes include the nearby Ovens Mouth East and West, Porter Preserve on Barter’s Island, Bonyun on the Westport peninsula to the SW and LaVerna on the Pemaquid peninsula to the NE. All have water views as the payoff for exercise. (
· To golf, Boothbay Harbor Country Club: http://www.boothbayharborcc.com/207-633-3673

· To mini-golf, Dolphin Mini-Golf 207-633-4828

· The Aquarium on Juniper Point 207-633-9559

· Boothbay Railway Village and Antique Auto Exhibit, Boothbay  207-633-4727

· Wiscasset, Waterville and Farmington Railway Museum,  Alna  207-882-4193

· Fort Edgecomb, Edgecomb 207-882-7777

· To tour the Maine/Boothbay Harbor coast and nearby ocean: The Cabbage Island tours are great--to see the Boothbay Harbor area by boat and have double lobster dinners--good to book ahead. The Burnt Island Lighthouse tour  and Squirrel Island tour and Monhegan Island tours are fun. Also, we have local lobster boats and whale watch tours  and deep sea fishing charters and puffin cruises which are good to book ahead.
· Coastal Maine Botanical Gardens is a 'not to miss' for all ages. Melissa has discount vouchers you can buy for $3 off an adult ticket ($11 not $14 for adults; $11 not $12 for seniors); $1 off a child ticket ($5 not $6). Check with us, a bit in advance, if you'd like to take advantage of this offer. 207-633-4333

· Beaches/Swimming Holes:

· Knickerbocker Lake, Boothbay  

· Barrett Park, Boothbay Harbor   

· Hendrick’s Head Beach, Beach St, Southport

· Pemaquid Beach, Pemaquid

· Popham Beach, Phippsburg

· Lighthouses: 

· Pemaquid Point Lighthouse Park: http://www.bristolparks.org/lighthouse.htm
· Portland Head Light at Cape Elizabeth: http://www.portlandheadlight.com/


· Boothbay Region YMCA offers week-long memberships: 207- 633-2855
Regular: $75/week for family; $55/week for adult 
Seniors: $60/week for couple; $45/week for adult


· Just feel like wandering: drive the King Phillips Trail scenic circle, or down to Ocean Point or Capitol Island

· To go farther afield, you might like to enjoy Wiscasset, Damariscotta, the Pemaquid peninsula and light house, Rockland, perhaps Mt. Battie in Camden, Bar Harbor, Acadia National Park.


· Bringing a baby along? Baby Rentals = http://www.boothbaybabyrentals.com/
LESS ESSENTIAL/NICE-TO-KNOW INFORMATION
WE’RE A ‘GREEN’ ESTATE:

GREEN ESTATE

We are committed to involve employees and guests in the common goal of preserving and protecting the planet. We engage in sustainable practices that conserve natural resources and reduce environmental impact. 
We acknowledge that, in many ways, we, like the global community we serve, are only in the early stages of developing and implementing the many changes that will be necessary to achieve these vital environmental goals. Nonetheless, we strongly believe that our efforts to support a healthy environment serve the interests of both current and future generations and constitute the foundation for enduring success.

And in a more immediate way, they help us keep the fees for your vacation rental below competitor’s fees. (
WHAT WE’VE DONE AND ARE DOING: The whole story of the development of the property can be found here: http://boothbayadventure.com/

CAPE

· We’ve completely renovated the 1800s Cape—picked it up off its crumbling foundation and placed it on an efficient, heat-sustaining foundation, insulated and replaced/repaired all walls, fully insulated the attic, replaced 32 single-pane 150-year-old windows with new double-pane insulated windows with Low E glass

· Updated the furnace system, which feeds hot water to highly efficient radiators, zoned the house so that there is a thermostat in each guestroom controlling a separate zone of heat

· Replaced the inefficient water heater with a new, EnergyStar water heater

· Added an EnergyStar dishwasher

· Replaced the aging roof with a new roof, adding sheathing and insulation

· Installed three low water usage toilets, using substantially less water while achieving a good flush rating

FARMHOUSE

· The Farmhouse is a new structure—a 2009 modular building with 2x6 insulated walls and attic

· The Homer Barn, with the Great Room, is composed of SIPS (structurally-insulated panels) which keep the building well insulated

· All windows are state-of-the-art double pane insulated windows with Low E glass

· The electrical service is state-of-the-art and efficient

· The furnace system supports radiant heat on the first floor, high efficiency baseboard on the second, and the house is zoned so that there is a thermostat in each guestroom and each community room, controlling a separate zone of heat

· We’ve installed a new EnergyStar clothes washer, a new EnergyStar clothes dryer, a new "on-demand" hot water heater (please allow time for the water heater to respond to your "demand" for hot water...about 30 seconds) and an EnergyStar dishwasher

· We’ve installed five low-water-usage toilets, using substantially less water while achieving a good flush rating

· We have created an organic herb garden to supply the kitchens with fresh local herbs

ESTATE-WIDE

· We have re-used every piece of barn-board taken down from the original on-site backhouse, as well as the Homer Jones barn, from North Waldoboro. We re-use original barn doors, picket fences, historic foundation stones, horse shoes, farm tools, wagon wheels

· We’ve instituted composting and recycling at the estate; feel free to use your compost bin to gather compost and dump it in the compost to the left of the fenced-in southern garden

· Practice dishwashing by Health Department approved high-temperature sanitizing, eliminating the use of harsh chemicals (bleach)

· Initiated use of refillable dispensers for hand soap and body soap in guestroom baths

· Developed our environmental policy statement. 

· Instituted use of biodegradable laundry detergent

· Began voluntary towel re-use program with cooperation of guests

· Have begun to install new compact fluorescent light bulbs, replacing incandescents where possible, without effecting the building ambiance

· Recycle paper, plastic and glass
· Use electronic or digital communications (email, telephone, text messages) before using paper/print based communications (fax, prints)

· Plus we have low flow showerheads, and we compost leaf and yard waste and all kitchen organics
· We have thinned the woods around the estate according to Town and State guidelines, and with the Coastal Maine Botanical Garden as our guide for soil retention through stump retention. This enhances the wonderful breezes and reduces our mosquito numbers.


We are committed to continuous monitoring and improvement of our environmental practices and have joined the Midcoast Energy Cooperative to enhance our knowledge and options.
